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TO THE 


REPUBLICAN ELECTORS 


OF THE 


TWENTY-THIRD 


CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 


== 


Freiitow Crrizens:—Having been a zealous member of 
the Whig party, until that party was merged in the present 
Republican organization, and since that time having uniform- 
ly acted with the Republicans, the nomination of Ambrose 
W. Clark for representative in Congress, devolves upon me 
the performance of a most unpleasant duty. 

To those who may not know me personally, it may not be 
improper to say that I have with the exception of a few years 
absence at Washington, been for upwards of twenty-one 
years, a resident of Jefferson County. I have been during 
that time engaged in the manufacture of Glass at Redwood, 
spent several years in the County Clerk’s Office at Water- 
town, been in the employ of George Goulding and of E. G. 
Merrick, have been engaged in the manufacture of Agricul- 
tural Implements in Watertown, was several years in the 
public departments at Washington, and am now and for some 
time past, have been the business partner in the firm known 
as the “Watertown Agricultural Works.” 
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Being physically incapaciated for the performance of man- 
ual labor, I must therefore rely upon my integrity, trustwor- 
thiness and business capacity for a livelihood. All this 
Ambrose W. Clark knew perfectly well, at the time 
when he did to me, and to Justice and Truth the great wrong 
which I am ‘about to state. 

While in Washington in 1856 and 1857, the facts unfortu- 
nately came to my knowledge, on which corruption in office 


- was imputed to Hon. W. A. Gilbert, then the Representative 


from this District. For this corruption it will be re- 
membered Mr. Gilbert was tried and found. guilty. He re- 
signed as the final vote of expulsion was about to be taken. 
All this has passed into history and is well understood. by 
the public. . 

The Investigating Committee in Mr. Gilbert’s case caused 
me to be subpoenaed before them. Asa good citizen I was 
compelled to appear before the committee. Idid appear and 
did testify to the exact truth, Mr. Gilbert knew that I testi- 
fied.to the truth. . [entertain no doubt that A. W. Clark fully 
believed I testified to the truth, and yet Mr. Clark wholly regard- 
less of the great wrong he did to me, and equally regardless 
of the truth, and for the bad purpose of sustaining Mr. Gil- 
bert in his corruption, appeared before the committee and 
solemnly. swore that my.general character,.and my character for 
truth and veracity, in the community was bad. Had he been 


believed Justice would have been perverted and I and my 


family would have been deprived of the means to live; and 
Mr. Clark knew it. But the committee did not believe him. 
the. House of Representatives. did not. believe him—for on 
my testimony alone the committee. condemned: Mr. Gilbert, 
and.on the same testimony the House voted him guilty. 

In payment for this service to his friend Gilbert, he now 
asks you and me to elevate him to the seat from which Mr. 
Gilbert was thus driven. Mr. Gilbert is the only man in the 
District who shouldslisten to:the appeal, and)in this he is not 
anmindful of his obligation. He was in attendance at the 


nominating convention, and tliere labored efficiently and suc- 
cessfully to procure his friend Clark’s némination.’ 

I here append the material parts of Mr, Clark’s testimony, 
It will be found in House doc. No. 248 of the 8d session’ of 
the 34th Congress. 

In contrast with this testimony I. also append the substance 
of the testimony of Hon. W. Ives, H. Cooper, Lysander. H. 
Brown and Hon. C. B. Hoard, on the same subject, together 
with letters and papers signed by good men, and voluntarily 
furnished me at the time, to sustain me against this most un- 
just and wicked attack. 

Task the Republican Electors of this éignsiesns Dis- 
trict to examine these papers and this testimony, and deliber- 
ately to consider the facts which they disclose. 

I submit they prove the fact beyond the possibility of a 
doubt, that Ambrose W. Clark to sustain Mr. Gilbert against 


the charge of corruption for which he was tried and con- 


demned, did deliberately swear falsely. 

Can I support such a man, for! Congress? ..Ganyou ‘sup- 
port him? Can any honest man support him? If Mr. Clark 
even claims he swore to the truth let him name the men, who 
before that charge of corruption against Mr. Gilbert arose, 
had given. to me the reputation for falsehood which (by his 
oath) he falsely imputed to me. In his inability to do so, 
let him stand before the public a convicted defamer, and a 
falsifier of the truth. In conclusion let me add that’ this 
publication is not the result of passion made to be regretted 
in the future. It is prompted solely by a sense. of duty, and 
after three years reflection upon the facts. which it states;— 
No Republican in the District regrets the necessity of making 
it more than Ido, I desire to be represented by a Republi- 
can in Congress, I will zealously support any fair man 
whom my party may present. My principles are in harmo- 
ny with theirs and with them are all my political associates. 
I cannot, however, under any necessity yote for Mr. Clark, 
and I submit this statement in self-vindication, and to. those 
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who love Truth and Justice that they should act aa I have re- 
solved to act, in this emergency. 

I am perfectly aware of the legal liability under which 
this publication is made. If it is not strictly true, I am 
aware of Mr. Clark’s rightto prosecute and recover heavy 
damages, and also to cause me to be indicted and punished 
for the crime of libel I am abundantly able to pay any 
judgment he can recover; and if he deems himself aggriev- 
ed by anything I have said, let him invite me into a Court 
of Justice, and I will there satisfy a jury of the truth of every 
allegation I have made against him. 

Will he do so? He will very likely, to deceive the pub- 
lic, commence a suit against me. If so, it will be for effect 
only, and will be discontinued as soon as the election is 
over. He will never meet me in Court and attempt to main- 
tain the truth of his own oath. 

JAMES R. SWEENEY. 

WATERTOWN, Sept. 24, 1860. 


A. W. Clark’s Testimony. 


The following is the testimony referred to, as having been 
given before the Congressional Committee: 

A. W. Crark sworn:—Will you please state your age, 
your occupation, your residence, and how long you have re- 
sided at your present residence? 

Witness—I am 46 years of age, I reside in Watertown, 
N. Y., and have resided there ten or eleven years, I am the 
editor of a weekly paper published at Watertown, 

Do you know James R. Sweeney? 

Witness—Yes, sir. 

How long have you known him? 

TI have knoswn him in Watertown only, 

How _long ? 
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Witness—My acquaintance, I should think, runs back per- 
haps eight or ten years. 

Do you know his general character in the community wher® 
he has resided ? 

Witness—Yes, sir. 

Is his general character good or bad ? 

Witness—Bad. 

Do you know his character for truth and veracity in the 
community where he has resided ? 

Witness—That is the question I meant to answer; other- 
wise, | know nothing of his character. “ 

Is that character good or bad ? 

Tshould not think it was good. 
From his general character would you believe him under 
oath ? ; 

Not where he has any malice or interest. 


Hon. OC. B. Hoard’s Testimony. 

Hon. C. B. Hoarp sworn:—Do you know James R. Swee- 
ney ? 

Witness—Yes, sir. 

How long have you known him ? 

Witness—Twelve or thirteen years. 

Where have you known him ? 

Witness—I knew him first as clerk for me in the Clerk’s 
Office of Jeff. Co., I was Clerk three years, and he was clerk 
under me. 

Do you know his gener; sral character where he resides ? 

Witness—I suppose I do. 

Is that character good or bad ? 

Witness—I think it is good. 

Do you know his general character for truth and veracity ? 

Witness—I think I do. 

Is that character good or bad ? © 

Witness—I think it is good. 
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From that general character would you believe him under 


oath ? 
Witness—I certainly would. 


Hon. Willard Ives’ Testimony. 


Hon. Wittarp Ives sworn:—Do you know James R. 
Sweeney ? 

Witness—I do. 

How long and where have you known him? 

Witness—I knew him in 1843 and 1844 in the town of 
Watertown, where I reside, and have known him ever since. 

Do you know his general character where he resides ? 

Witness—I have known him for the time I have stated. 

Is that character good or bad ? 

Witness—I consider it is good. 

Do you know his general character for truth and veracity ? 

Witness—I think I know his general character in those 
particulars; 

Is that character good or bad ? 

Witness—I consider it good. 

From that general character would you believe him under 
oath ? 

Witness—I should. 


Howell Cooper’s Testimony. 


HOWELL Cooper sworn :—Do you know James R. Swee- 
ney? 

Witness—I do. 

Do you know his general character where he resides ? 

Witness—Yes, sir, as far as I know anybody’s, with whom 
I have intercourse in business. 

Is that character good or bad ? 

Witness—Good. 
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Do youknow his general character for truth and veracity ? 

Witness—I have never heard it questioned until this mat- 
ter arose. 

Is that character good or bad ? 

Witness—Good. 

From his general character would you believe him under 
oath ? 

Witness—I would. 


Lysander H. Brown’s. Testimony. 


LysaNnper H. BRowN sworn :—Do you know James R. 
Sweeney? 

Witness—Yes, Sir. 

How long and where have you known him? 

Witness—I have known him 12 or 15 years. 

Do you know his general character where he resides? 

Witness—I do. 

Is that character good or bad ? 

Witness—I consider it good. $ 

Do you know his general character for truth and veracity ? 

I should think T did. 

Is that character good or bad ? 

Witness—I should consider it good. 

From that general character would you believe him’ under 
oath ? 

Witness—I would. 
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The following is the paper referred to above, and is signed 
by some of the best and most prominent men of this Dis- 
trict, and was sent to meat Washington at the time, as will 
be seen_by_its date :-— 

WATERTOWN, Jefferson County, N. Y., 
ma, : January 30, 1857. } 
To all to whom this statement may come : 

We have been personally acquainted with. Mr. James. R. 
Sweeney for ten years and upwards last past, and have the 
means of knowing his general character, and his reputation 
for truth and honesty. 


He isa good citizen—in all respects a fair and reputable _ 


man—and as a man of integrity and truth, is above reproach 
or suspicion. 

This statement is not made at his solicitation or suggestion. 
It is our own voluntary act, as a matter of justice to Mr. 
S., and is induced solely by the extraordinary efforts, as dis- 


closed by the newspapers, which are being made to discredit - 


him as a witness. (Signed) 


J. MULLIN, PEARSON MUNDY, 
JOHN CLARK, P, 8, JOHNSON, 
LYSANDER H. BROWN, __L. J. DORWIN, 

W. H. SIGOURNEY, JOHN W. TAMBLIN, 
JAS. R. A. PERKINS, WM. C, THOMPSON, 
JOHN L. MARSH, JASON FAIRBANKS, 
L. @ HOYT, RUFUS HERRICK, 
F. W. HUBBARD, L. PADDOCK, 
JAMES F. STARBUCK, WILLARD IVES, 
WM, H. ANGEL, ©. B. HOARD. 
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